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Extratts from ** An Enquiry into the Feafibility of the 
Juppofed Expedition of Buonaparte to the Eaft, by Eyles 
Irwin, Efq.” 


HE refpeftable author of this pamphlet addreffes it to 

Sir Francis Baring, Bart. M. P. and one of the 

Direftors of the Eaft India Company, to whofe wifdom and 

experience in the recent direétion of their affairs, he ob- 
ferves, fo muchis due. 

Mr. Irwin is extremely well acquainted with the fubje& 
on which he writes. His refidence in India, the opportu- 
nities he has had of making himfelf intimately acquainted 
with its fituation and other circumftances, added to his 
knowledge and ability, render him peculiarly well cal- 
culated for the tafk he has undertaken. We fhall only add 
that the pamphlet was written in the middle of July, 1798. 

“ At a feafon when the deftiny of Buonaparte continues 
to be involved in ob{curity, it may prove neither uninftruc- 
tive nor unentertaining to enquire how far his boafted in- 
vafion of India, whether deduced from the experience of 
former, or the conviftion of latter ages, is reconcileable to 
reafon. If it tendto difpel the credulity of the ignorant, 
and the fears of the better informed part of the community, 
fuch a difquifition wil! not mifs of its intended effe&; though 
the watchful genius of the Britifh navy fhould nip, in their 
bud, the unbounded views of this vain-glorious warrior. 

““ That the name of Buonaparte has given a credit and 
celebrity to this expedition, which it did not deferve, noe 
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doubt can arife in the mind of an obferver : And though his 
diféomfitiite in the Mediterranean fhould withdraw the glare, 
which his talents and fortune have thrown around a chimeri- 
cal proje&t, it may not be unufeful to dete& the deception, 
which the republican fyftem of France has feduloufly pro- 
pagated, to deprefs the funds, and alarm the monied intereft 
of her powerful competitor. 

“ Were I folemnly called on to anfwer the queftion, to 
what degree our oriental pofleflions are threatened by this 
expedition, I fhould be inclined to difpute its direétion to 
that quarter.. In the feizure of Malta and fome of the 
Greek iflands, as ftations for the French fleet, and in the 
plunder of Smyrna and Conftantinople, if the foundation of 
anew dynafty in Egypt limit not his cruize, its objeéts are 
probably comprifed. In epiftolary compofition his vanity 
and prefumption have not often been equalled; but that 
he fhould ferioufly attempt to put in praétice, what his 
blind admirers or envious rivals have fuggefted, would be to 
rank him with the anchoret leader of the crufade, or the 
errant hero of Cervantes. Buonaparte is not yet mad 
enough for fuch fociety ; however adapted his refpeét for 
the Jaws of nations may prove to ‘a marauding and piratical 
enterprife ; fuch as might fuit the morality of a Barbaroffa, 
or the approbation of regenerated France! 

* In order to afford grounds for this enquiry, I fhall con- 
cede, what I have fo much reafon to doubt, that the objeét of 
Buonaparte’s expedition is fuch as has been flated ; and that 
three routes prefent themfelvyes, of one of which he is re- 
folved to profit. In the next place, I fhall confider which 
is the moft feafible ; and, allowing him every chance for the 
attainment of his objeét, accompany him, itep by flep, 
through the different routes of Suez, Bufrah, and Ipahan; 
and endeavour to account for his certain failure in whichever 
he may adopt. 

** On the capture of Malta, fluthed with fuccefs, and re- 
cruited with treafure and ammunition, if we are to believe 
report, he bent hiscourfeto Egypt. Thither, if fated once 
more to elude the aétive purfuit of the gallant Nelfon, let us 
follow and conduét him to the harbour of Alexandria. We 
fhall pafs over the infufliciency of this port to contain a fleet, 
capable of carrying 40,000 men, allowing that the Grand 
Signior, out of fear or affeétion, has given erders to admit 
them into the Turkith haven, as well as the undefended road, 
where forcign veffels are obliged to lie. We fhall fuppofe 

that provifions have been colleGed to feed this large torce, 
while 
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while it remains inthis defolated city ; and on its march to 
the Nile, (for no.craft larger than boats can pafs over its bar,) 
which is at leaft two days diftant. * Let 


* The march begin in military ftate, 
And nations, on his nod, fufpended wait,’ 


and, on his arrival at Rofetto, a romantic town near the 
mouth of the Nile, let a fufficient number of boats, if the 
river can fupply them, be found ready to tranfport. Buona. 
parte and his army, artillery, &c. &c. to'Grand Cairo. By 
the terror of his name let his: paffage up the ftream be peace- 
ably effeéted ; Ict his avenging fword and implacable fury, 
be referved for his encmies inthe Eaft ; and let his entrance 
mto Cairo be celebrated with fongs and rejoicings. Let the 
Pacha andthe Beys unite to forward his views, and fummon 
their navy to Suez, to waft the conqueror of the Alps to the 
fhores of Indoftan. © Let all thefe events combine to enfure 
his fuccefs, and them let us enquire 


On:what foundation ftands the warrior’s pride.’ 


‘ From the fplendid delufion with which former triumphs 
and ai iepated victories have decorated this pi€ture, let us 
view it through the medium of difpaflionate truth. The 
Ifthmus of. Suez is doomed to. be the boundary of this 
‘aunted expedition on that fide, until Egypt thall poffefs 
fhipping inthe Red Sca, of tonnage equal to the tranfporte- 
tion. of fuch. an army, and manned with feamen, {kilful 
enough:ito navigate the Indian Ocean ! The defpicable craft 
that freque nt her. ports, if we except. a few annual. fhips 
from the Britith fettlements in India, being either undecked, 
or unmanageable ; framed merely to thread the fhallows ‘on, 
the Arabian coaft, and unable to explore the open fea.. And 
even with ample means of this nature in his hands, the enter 
prife muft be carried by a coup de main, before the govern 
iment of Bombay could be apprifed of- the danger or fend 
her inarine, competent without, his. Majelty’s fhips to inter- 
cept and deftroy’ the largefl traniports—to the Straits,of; 
Babelmandel. If, on the other hand,.it could .be judged 
poflible for the ifles of France: or the ports of Tippoo 
Sultan, to furnifh fufficient tonnage for the purpofe, and ‘toy 
thofe in the fecret fuch an idea is, abfurd—What wouldsbe, 
the reful: ? The preparations for fuch an enterprife could not 
be concealed fromthe vigilance of the Britifh commanders ; 
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frigates, that are ftationed between the Cape of Good Hope 
and the Ganges, there is little doubt but an adequate force 
would be detached to counteraé& the defigns of the enemy. 
And this is on the fuppofition, that timely intelligence could 
not be fent by land or fea of the impending danger. In 
either cafe this pofition muft be eftablifhed, that while Great 
Britain is mafter of the fea, an invafion of India by way of 
Suez, is phyfically out of the queftion. 

“ As we have difpofed of the firft route, and we truft, to 
the fatisfa&tion of our readers, let us proceed to the fecond, 
which to my idea, is to the port of Scanderoon, and by 
Aleppo and the Great Defert, to the Gulf of Perfia. I 
cannot deny that an eafier road prefents itfelf, by the Little 
Defert and the Tygris; but when I know, from experience, 
that boats could not be procured at Bagdat for the convey- 
ance of a hundredth part of his immenfe army to Bufrah, 
I would not willingly betray the ardour of Buonaparte inte 
the labyrinth which his advocates have prepared for him. 

*“ To this route far ftronger obje&tions may be produced, 
than to'that by Egypt. : Without its aquatic advantages, it is 
pregnant with every difficulty and danger, that a progrefs 
through defert lands and hofttile tribes, is likely to entail. 
Travellers are accuftomed to pafs thefe folitudes in caravans, 
where great attention is paid to the proportioning the journies 
to the quantity of water at the halting places. The probable 
Bane of this army would be thirft, which could not be ex- 
tinguifhed. For, allowing that the Arab tribes fled at its 
approach, that the French conqueror and the famiel were 
Keld equally deftru&tive to life, what chance would his fpl- 

_ fowers have to efcape the perils of the wafte, when the wells 
at the various ftages would not fufSice to fupply a draught to 
éa#th foldier, much lefs to replenifh his fkins for the fucceed- 
ing day? But as it is fair, and not hazardous, to make con- 
eeffions on this fubje&, let us admit of their pafling the 
Defert in fafety, and at the end of three months—which, 
eonfidering a diftance of 1000 miles, could not be traverfed 
on fuch a foil and in fuch a climate in lefs time—rendering 
themfeives mafters of Bufrah, which could not refift them. 
This invincible army mutt here find a barrier to its progrefs ! 
The mountainous coaf of Perfia, prefents an infurmountable 
traét of near 2000 miles to the Ganges; and though the 
obftacle which the want of tranfports ‘occafioned at Suez, 
recur not tothe fame extent, at the more frequented port of 
Bufrah, to defeat the enterprife, the greater length of 
journey, the time afforded to betray it, and the vicinity of 
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the Bombay marine to block up the Gulf of Perfia, furn the 
feale'confiderably in favour of the former route. 

“ It might, however, prove a falvo to the judgment of 
Buonaparte’s admirers, that if: he failed in this route, his 
difappointment would be coiintenanced by that of two cé- 
lebrated charafters of antiquity : Craffus the triumvir made 
but a. fhort progrefs into Mefopotamia at the head of the 
Roman legions, when he was defeated. and put to death by 
the Parthians. The Emperor Julian with the advantage of 
a fleet of gallies pervading the Defert, which 


faw the hero pafs in warlike pride, 
* While hoftile navies fwell’d Euphrates’ tide,’ 





was deftined to meet as calamitous a fate, nearly on the 
borders of Perfia! We would not wifhto deprive them of 
fuch a confolation. The faét only ferves to confirm the 
difficulty of an enterprife, where,.in their very outfet, the 
Roman eaglés were arrefted on the wing. 

“ It now remains for us to trace the laft, and, if his genius 
be fuch as the world conceives, the very road which would 
be preferred by Buonaparte, were he bent on the under- 
taking which is the {= byeét of this enquiry. I mean Alex- 
ander’s route from Pheenicia to the Indus. The laurel of 
Ammon, in his own conceit, would be admirably fuited to 
the Corfican’s brow; and, however his ambition might be 
wounded by the event, there is no common diftin€tion in the 
emulation, that impels to great aCtions, and grafps at immortal 
fame. ' 

“The march of Alexander the Great to overturn the 
Perfian empire, is too familiar to the reader to require eluci-, 
dation. The outlines have been given us by Plutarch, and 
the accurate hiftorian of the Macedonian hero, has filled up 
the fketch. Thus far, however, it is neceflary to obferve, to 
account for the comparative facility with which he tranf- 
ported his army acrofs the defert which lies between 
Pheenicia and the Euphrates, to what he would have expe- 
rienced in modern times. A fignal revolution muft have 
happened in the face of that country, which contained the 
city of Palmyra, and under the heroic Zenobia, bid defiance 
to the Roman power: A country, that is at prefent depo- 
pulated and wafte; and unable to afford fuftenance or 
fhelter to the wandering tribes of Arabs that infefts it. d 

“* As we have granted fo much to the advocates of this 


€xpedition in the former cafes, it would be ungenerous to 
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debar them ‘of the fame indulgence in the prefent. We 
mean not therefore to difpute the good fortune of Alex- 
ander’s fucceffor, and will admit, that with equal fuccefs he 
may plant his flandard on the banks of the Indus. The 
Euphrates and the Tygris fhall:be paffed ; the Perfian terri- 
tories over-run, and another Porus fubmit to the influence 
of the tri-coloured flag ! Is this exploit ‘to be the end of his 
difficulties ; the goal of his enterprifes ? “A region, of 
nearly twice the extent of what he hdd already pafled, would 
prefent itfelf to the ardour of Buonaparte ; and warlike 
nations, to whom his viétories and country are alike unknown 
—the Afghans, the Seiks, and other independent hordes, 
who occupy the immenfe tnterval, woufd unite to harafs his 
march, cut off his provifions, and intercept his retreat ! 

Shoulda fragment of his numbers be fortunate enough 
to reach the Ganges, the navigation and banks of that river 
would turn out to be in the poffeffion of the Englifh, almoft 
from the Imperial city of Delhi to the Bay of Bengal.— 
* But his direétion is to the peninfula—all this ardaur-of 
enterprife, this waite of the human fpecies, has been exer- 
cifed to effeét a junétion with the tyrant of Myfore! with 
Tippoo Sultan, whofe territories lie ftill at the diftamce of a 
thoufand miles !’ Lucky delufion! that would divert the ef- 
farts of the implacable foe of Great Britain to h:s own de- 
#ru€tion.—Happy ambition ! that would lead Buonaparte 
to exhauft the refources, and break the fpirit of his matthn 
in fruitlefs undertakings, and vifionary conquefls, when he 
might «.ve continued formidable in his proper {phere ; and 
neither incurred the danger of combating the numerous 
forces of the Mahratta ftates, nor finking under a policy that 
holds the balance of power in Indoflan! 

“ In this flatement of the various obftacles and multiplied 
perils, which interpofe between the outfet and attainment of 
this expedition, I have hitherto purpofely overlooked the 
impregnable forts, and the formidable armies of the Eaf 
India Company, who guard, with jealous care, the reputation 
of the Britifh empire in the eaft. An army, which confifts 
of upwards of 100,000 difciplined men, Europeans and 
natives, who, under the military talents of a Cornwallis, 
humbled the pride and circumf{cribed the power of the 
greateft warrior of Indoftan, Tippoo Sultan; and, with equal 
zealand facility, would defeat the mad defigns, and punifh 
the perfidy of his boafled allies, the French republicans, 
with Buonaparte at their head. When it is further confi- 
dered, that fuch an alliance promifes neither co-operation 
9 nor 
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nor. ftability—that the Mahometan defpot, who betrayed his 
jealoufy of his French coadjutors, and drove them, with ig- 
nominy, from his camp at Mangalore in the year 1783, can 
neither enter with cordiality into the views, nor countenance 
the irruption of 40,000 republicans into India, we may 
conclude, with the elegant fatirift, that Buonaparte’s expe- 
dition, whatever form it may affume, would be fimilar to that 
of Charles the Twelfth into Ruffia, ; 


And /eave a name, at which the world grew pale, 
‘or . 
To point a moral, or adorn a tale.’ 


* To the query fo often put, refpe&ing the poffible ten- 
mais of the Toulon armament, and the inconfiftency of 
the French Direftory, in depriving their aes of the 
fervices of a man, who has proved himfelf to be alone cal- 
culated for the prefent crifis of her affairs, I fhall briefly re- 
fer the reader to my foregoing conjectures on its obje& ; 
and content myfelf with the belief, that a little refle€tion will 
convince him, how very dangerous a great man may be held 
in a government, fo conftituted as that of France ; and how 
readily his talents may be difpenfed with by ufurpers, jea- 
lous of his influence, and apprehenfive of his ‘defigns. 
Though the firft of her generals, and the flower of her troops, 
might be abfolutely neceffary to maintain her footing on the 
Rivine againft a new coalition, how fma!l a facrifice would 
the honour and intereft of the nation prove to an infernal 
junto, who may boaft, with their archetype, 


* A mind, not to be chang’d by place or time.” 





Extrats from “ A Fournal of Occurrences at the Temple 


during the aes 4 of Louis XVI.” lat tely publijhed 
by M,. ~Cler y, the King’s Valet-de-Chambre. 


(Continued from Page 199.) 


4 ROM the 14th to the 26th of December, the King re- 
gularly faw his Counfel, who came at five in the af- 
ternoon and returned at nine. M.c de Seze was added tothe 
number. Every morning M. de Maletherbes cpr his 


Majefty the newfpapers, and printed opinions of the depu- 
ties reipecting his trial. He arranged the bufineis for every 
evening, and ftaid an hour or two with his Majeily. The 


5? 
King often bad the conicenfion to give me fome of the 
printed 
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printed opinions to read, and would afterwards afk me what 
Ithought of the opinion of fuchaone. Itoldhis Majefty, 
I wanted words to exprefs my indignation ; ‘ But you, 
Sire,’ faid I, ‘ 1 wonder how you can read it all without 
horror.’— I fee the extent of men’s wickednefs,’ replied 
the King, ‘ and I did not believe there were fuch in exif- 
tence.’ His Majefty never went to bed till he had read thele 
different papers, and then, in order not to involve M. de 
Malefherbes, he took care to burn them himfelf. at the ftove 
in his clofet. 

“* I had by this time found a favourable opportunity of 
fpeaking to Turgi, and of charging him with news of the 
King to Madame Elizabeth. Turgi apprized me next morn- 
ing, that, in giving him her napkin after dinner, fhe had flipt 
into his hand a little piece of paper, on which fhe had punc- 
tured with a pin her defire that I fhould beg the King to write 
her a line with his own hand. This I communicated to his 
Majefty that fame evening. As he had been furnifhed with 
paper and ink fince the beginning of his trial, he wrote his 
ifter a note, which he gave me unfealed, faying that it con- 
tained nothing that could endanger me, and defired me to 
read it. In this laft particular, 1 befought his Majefty to 
allow me for the firft time to dilobey him. 

“* The next day I gave the note to Turgi, who brought an 
an{wer ina ball of cotton, which he threw under my bed, as 
he pafled my chamber door. His Majefty faw with great 
pleafure that this mode of hearing from his family had fuc- 
ceeded ; and I obferved to him that it was eafy to continue 
the correfpondence. On receiving notes from his Majetfty, 
I folded them into as {mall a fize as I could, and wound cot- 
ton about them; I then put them into the cupboard where 
the plates were kept for dinner; Turgi found them there, 
and made ufe of different means to return me the anfwers. 
When I gave them to the King, he always faid with kind- 
nefstome: * Take care ; you expofe yourfelf too much.’ 

““ The wax tapers which the commiflioners fent me, were 
tied up in packages. When I had colleéted a fufficient 
quantity of the packthread, I obferved to the King, that it 
now depended on himfelf to carry on the correfpondence 
with more difpatch, by conveying fome of this packthread 
to Madame Elizabeth, whofe room was over mine, and the 
window of which was in a direét line above that of a {mall 
corridor, to which my chamber opened. The Princefs, in 
the night, could tie her letters to this packthread, and let 
them down to the window that was under her’s. A fort of 
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fcreen, fomething refembling a fcuttle, at each window, pre- 
vented the pofhibility of her letters falling into the garden ; 
and, by the fame means, the Princefs might receiye anfwers. 
A little paper and ink, of which the Queen and Princefles 
had been deprived, might alfo be tied to the packthread. 
‘ The projeét is a good one,” faid his Majefty, ‘ and we 
will make ufe of it, if that which we have hitherto employed 
fhould become impraéticable.’ It was a€tually pra€ticed in 
the fequel by the King. He ufed always to wait till eight 
o'clock at night for the purpofe ; I then fhut the doors of 
my chamber and the corridor, and talked with the commil- 
fioners, or engaged them at play, to divert their attention. 

“It was about this time that Marchand, one of the fer- 
vants in attendance, who was father of afamily, and had juft 
received his wages for two months, amounting to 209 livres, 
was robbed in the Temple. The lofs to him was ferious. 
The King, who had obferved his dejeftion, being informed 
of the caufe, defired me to give him the 200 livres, and to 
charge him at the fame time not to mention it to any body, 
and particularly not to attempt to thank him ; * for,’ added 
the King, ‘ that would be his deftru€tion.’ Marchand was 
fenfibly touched by his Majefty’s bounty, but ftill more fo 
by the prohibition to exprefs his gratitude. 

“ Since his feparation from the Royal Family, the King 
had conftantly refufed to go down to the garden. When it 
was propofed to him, his reply was: ° 1 cannot think of 
going out by myfelf; I only found the walk agreeable by 
enjoying it with my family.’ But, though deprived of the 
deareft objeé&ts of his heart, and certain of the deftiny that 
awaited himfelf, he fuffered not a complaint nor a murmur to 
efcape his lips. He had already forgiven his oppreffors. 
Every day, in his reading clofet, he acquired new ftrength 
to fuftain his natural fortitude ; and. thofe hours which he 
pailed out of it were {pent in the details of a life always uni- 
form, but always adorned with numberJefs inftances of 
goodnefs. He condefcended to treat me as if I had been 
more than his fervant. He behaved tothe municipal officers 
who guarded him as if he had no reafon to complain of 
them, and talked with them, as he ufed formerly to do with 
any of his fubje&s, about their occupations, their families, 
the advantages, and the duties of their refpective fituations. 

They were aftonifhed at the juftnefs of his remarks, at 
the variety of his ideas, and at the method with which they 
were claffed in his memory. His objeét, in thefe conver- 
fations, was not to divert his mind from the regelleétion of 
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his fufferings ; his fenfibility was both a&tive and ftrong, 
but. his refignation was {till fuperior to his misfortunes. 

* On the 19th of December, breakfait was brought as 
ufual for the King ; it was Wednefday ; but not thinking 
of the Ember weeks, I prefented it to him : : This is a faft. 
day,’ faid he, and I carried the breakfaft back to the eating. 
room ; when the municipal officer, (one Dorat de Cubieres) 
faid deridingly to me, * No doubt you will follow your maf- 
ter’s example, and faft too..—* No, Sir,’ I replied, * I have 
need of fome breakfaft to-day.’ Some days ener, his Ma- 
jefty gave me a newfpaper to read, which had been brought 
by M. de Maletherbes, where I found this anecdote entirely 
mifreprefented. There,’ faid the King, * you will fee 
that they have given you thé charaéter of a mifchief maker; 
they would much rather have given you that of an hypo. 
crite.’ 

The fame day, the 19th, at dinner, the King faid to me 
before three or four municipal officers, * This day fourteen 
years you were up earlier than you were this morning.’— 
I immediately underftood his Majefty, who added, *‘ My 
daughter was born that day.’ He then exclaimed with emo- 
tion, * And am I not to fee her fon her birth-day ?’—Some 
tears trickled down his cheeks, and for a moment there wasa 
refpeétful filence. 

*“ The King fent word to Madar me Royale, that he wilhed 
to know what prefent fhe chofe he fhould make her. She 
delired to have an almanack like the little Court Calendar; 
which the King ordered me to get, and alfo the Republican 
Almanack for him, which had fuperfeded the Royal Alma- 
nack. He often looked it over, and marked the names with 
apencil. 

he King was now foon to make his appearance at the 
bar of the Convention. He had not been fhaved fince his 


razors had been taken away, and his beard had been very 


troublefome to him. He was obliged to bathe his face in 
cold water feveral times every day. He defired me to pro- 
cure for myfeif a pair of fciffars, or a razor ; for he did not 
chufe.to.fpeak about it himfelf to the municipal officers. 
I to > liberty of fugceftimg that, if he would appear as 
wa the Alf nbly, the people would at leaft fee with 
what | t sarbar ity the Council General had atted towards him. 
It does not " ecome me,’ faid the King, * to take fteps to 
excite commiferation.’ I applied 
and next day the commune refolved that his Majefty’s 
razors should be returned, but that he was not to have the 
liberty 
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liberty of ufing them except in the prefence of two of the 
officers. 


(To be continued.) 





DESCRIPTION of MEN of SPIRIT. 


EN of fpirit are not of very old date. We do not 
find many traces of them farther back than about two 
centuries, and then the inflances were few. The Right Ho- 
nourable John Wilmot, Earl of Rochefter, was a man of 
fpirit, andthe moderns have propofed him as a model. His 
intemperance and his fenfuality, however, are the only qua- 
lities which they have copied with accuracy. His wit and 
his penitence have not yet been admitted into the imitation ; 
indeed, the firft is a matter of fome difficulty, and the latter 
is highly improbable. ‘The men of fpirit defcribed by the 
writers of the early part of this century, were of a different 
kind from thofe of our times, as there exifted a principle of 
manly generofity in all their foibles, which prevented them 
from doing fo much hurt to others as to themfelves, and 
which probally gave rife to the expreffion of a man’s being 
“ no one’s enemy but his own.” The menof fpirit, in our 
day, have happily contrived to unite both kinds of hof- 
tility. 

A man of fpirit is one who confiders himfelf as bound by 
no moral obligation, and as the fubjeft of no earthly power, 
The indulgence of his paflions forms the molt important 
part of his conduct, and he allows of no controul in the 
exercife of his power. He prides himfelf on keeping the 
beft of company, which means the company of men of 
{pirit, who are wealthier than himfelf. He enters with avi- 
dity into every new propofal of pleafure, and fubfcribes to 
every opinion which is fafhionable and /pirzted. He is 
eternally in purfuit of happinefs, but never overtakes it, 
wandering into the paths of gaiety, and ending in the wilder- 
1efs of difappointment. He is continually at war with de- 
cency ; and victery, when he obtains it, is but a prelude to 
fatiety. IF a fufferer in perfon, he confiders the debility of 
his conftitution as a fource of variety, and the charaéteriftic 
of a gentleman, becaufe oppofite to vulgar robuftnefs and 
plebeian vigour. 

_ The manof fpirit belongs to no profeffion, or if he does, 
t is negleéted. By habits of fathionable living, the tempe- 
yature of the blood becomes altered, and the moft ungo- 
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vernable paffions hurry him into defperate a&ts.  Siich is his 
irritability of temper, that he takes offence where none is 
meant, and miftakes his beft friend for his enemy. His in- 
tercourfe with the other fex is principally confined to that 
part of them who have bartered honour for pleafure, and 


from them he forms an opinion of the whole fex, which if 


not very favourable, can at leaft excite no furprife. 

The man of fpirit proves his courage by fubiefting him- 
felf to the dangers of a piftol or a {word ; for after a cer- 
tain time he puts no value on life, his frequent difappoint- 
ments creating that wearinefs which frequently ends in fui- 
cide. And this readinefs to kill or be killed, he calls bra- 
very, and what is very extraordinary, a certain part of the 
world agree in this opinion, the confequence of which has 
fometimes been that brave men fight duels, and faint-hearted 
generals lofe battles. 

The man of {pint is feldom encumbered with wealth, be. 
caufe he confiders wealth as the worft incumbrance. Though 
perhaps born to the poffeffion of it, he cannot preferve it, 
and when gone, he is at all times more ready to borrow’than 
willing toearn. His pleafures are of that expenfive nature 
which do not admit of ceconomy, and to fay the truth, ceco- 
nomy is held to be a quality which would difgrace men of 
this defcription. 





A Defcription of the Republican Balls now common at 


Paris. 
By Hevren Maagta WILLIAMS. 


HE fetes of the court, it is afferted by the few perfons 

remaining in France, by whom they were frequented, 
were but tawdry fplendour compared with the claffical 
elegance which prevails at the fetes of our republican con- 
traftors. Asa f{pecimen of thefe private balls, I fhall trace 
a fhort fketch of a dance lately given by one of the furnith- 
ers of ftores for fleets and armies, in his {pacious hotel, 
where all the furniture, in compliance with the prefent 
fathion at Paris, is antique ; where all that is not Greek is 
Roman ; where flately filken beds, mafly fophas, worked 
tapeltry, and gilt ornaments, are thrown afide as rude 
Gothic magnificence, and every couch refembles that of 
Pericles, every chair thofe of Cicero; where every wall is 
Anilhed in arabefque, like the baths of Titus, and every table; 
upheld 
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upheld by Caftors.and Polluxes, is covered with Athenian 
bufis and Etrufcan vafes; where that modern piece of. 
furniture a clock is concealed beneath the claflic bar of 
Phebus, and the dancing hours ; and every chimney-iron is 
{upported by afphinx, ora grifin. The drefs of his female 
vifitors was in perfect harmony with the furniture of his 
hotel ; for although the Parifian ladies are not fufpe&ed of 
any obftinate attachment to Grecian modes of government, 

they are molt rigid partizans of Grecian modes of drefs, 
adorned like the conte: poraties of Afpafia—the loofe light 
drapery, the naked arm, the bare bofom, the fandaled feet, 
the circling zone, the golden chains, the twirling treffes, all 
difplay the moft inflexible conformity to the laws of repub- 
lican coflume. The moft fafhionable hair-dreijer of Paris, in 
order to accommodate himfelf to the claffical tafle of his fair 
cuftomers, is provided with a variety of antique bufts as 
models ; and when he waits on a lady, enquiresif fhe chufes 
tobe dreft that day ala Cleopatre, la Diane, or la Pfyche ? 
Sometimes the changeful nymph is a veftal, fometimes a 
Venus ; but the laft rage has been the Niode, of late fat and 
lean, gay and grave, old and young, have been alta la Niobe; 

and the many -curled periwig, thrown afide by the fafhionabie 
clafs, now decorates the heads of pretty fhop-keepers. 

The tair Grecians being determined not to injure the 
contour of fine forms by fuperfluous incumbrances, no 
talhionable jady at Paris wears any pockets, and the incon- 
venience of being without is obvi “ited by fticking her fan in 
her belt, fliding in a flat purfe of Morocco leather, only 
large enough to contain a few louis, at the fide of her neck, 
and giving her f{nuff-box and her, pocket-handkerchief to 
the care of the gentleman who attends her, and to whom fhe 
applies for them whenever fhe has occafion. 

For a fhort time during the winter, in defiance of froft 
and fnow, the cojlume of afew reigning belles was not @ da 
grec, but ala fauvage. Tobedreffed a la fauvage, was to 
have all that part of the frame which was not left uncovered 
clad ina light drapery of fleih colour. The boddice under 
which no linen was worn ({hifts being an article of drefs lon 
fince rejefted at Paris, both by the Greeks and the ast 
the boddice was made of knitted filk, clinging exaétly to the 
fhape, which it perfe@tly difplayed ; the petticoat was on one 
fide twifted up by a light feftoon ; ‘and the feet, which were 
either bare or covered with a filk flocking of flefh colour, fo 
woven as to draw upon the toes likea glove upon the fingers, 


were decorated with diamoitds, Thefe gentle favages, how- 
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ever, found themfelves fo rudely treated whenever they ap- 
peared, by the fovereign multitude, that at length the fafhions 
of Otaheite were thrown afide, and Greece remains the 
ftanding order of the day. 

Butto return to the contraétor, and his ball—after feveral 
hours had paffed in dancing cotillons, which the young 
women of Paris perform with a degree of perfeétion—a 
light nymphifh grace unfeen elfewhere—and after the walfe, 
which is now néver forgotten at a Paris ball, had proved 
that the fteady heads of Niobes were not to be made giddy, 
the company were led to a fupper furnifhed with eaftern 
magnificence, and decorated with attic tafte. After fupper 
the folding doors of the faloon were thrown open to a garden 
of confiderable extent, beautifully illuminated with coloured 
lamps, and its trees bending with lavifh clufters of fruits of 
every feafon, and every climate, formed of ice, while 
fountains poured forth ftreams of orgeat, lemonade, and 
liqueurs. 

But while thefe imitators of Greece and Rome are revel- 
ling in Afiatic luxury, you hear them lamenting moft pathe- 
tically the fubverfion of the ancient regzme ; that regime, 
which would at leaft have had thus much of juftice, that it 
would have retained thefe perfonages in the ante-chambers of 
the faloons they now occupy ; to which ante-chambers they 
would with a counter revolution moft probably return. 
One is obliged to offer up an invocation to patience, when 
condemned to liften to their declamations again that new 
order of things to which folely they owe their elevation. 





A REMARKABLE RECOVERY. 
NEARLY a year fince,a young gentleman of about 


twelve years of age (whofe family is well known to 
almoft every inhabitant of Bath) loft, in confequence of 
fitting on wet grafs, the entire ufe of his lower limbs; they 
were deprived of all life, motion, and feeling. ‘The faculty 
were called in, and every means tried to reftore their ufe 
without effe&. The Bath waters were recommended, and 
many perfons have feen the unhappy youth wheeled about 
in a chair, for feveral months the carly part of this year. 
Experiencing no vifible benefit, he returned to the country 
refidence of his family about two months fince. A fhort 
time after, his grandmother, (a woman of the beft charaéter, 
and itriéteit credibility) dreamt one night, fhe faw her darling 
9 child 
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child fuddenly recover, andthe means by which the change 
was brought about, appeared to ber to be by rubbing hun 
with common falt, The dream made fo ftrong an impreflion 
on her mind, that fhe infifted the next morning on a long and 
continued fri¢tion with falt. After trying it with perfevering 
faith feveral mornings and evenings, the young gentleman, 
whilft riding on a horfe, on which he had been placed for 
the benefit of air and exercife, cried out earneftly to his at- 
tendant, that he was fure he could walk, as he felt a fudden 
warmth, tickling, and pricking about‘his legs and thighs. 
On difmounting him, it was found that he really could {land ! 
‘This pleafing fymptom encouraged his overjoyed parents to 
continue the falt fri€tion, and with pertfeét fuccefs; for 
Matter P. a few weeks fince returned to {chool, and may now 
be pronounced as well as he ever was in his life. The means 
of his recovery will not, we are informed, appear to the 
medical world incredible ; and the prepoilleffion of the 
dream on the mind of his venerable relation, muft be 
acknowledged to be a natural impulfe of unbounded affec- 
tion. 





REMARKABLE INSTANCE ef COURAGE. 


N the hiftory of the Bourbons and Montmorencies, and 
the wars with the Huzuenots, we meet with the following 
inftance of remarkable courage and prefence of mind.—An 
adventurer, who had been in the Spanith fervice, and called 
himfelf Captain Michan, came to Nerac to folicit employ- 
ment of the King of Navarre. The King was cautioned 
to beware of this deferter, arriving from a country which 
could not but be fufpetted by every Proteftant. The mind 
of aBourbon was too full of honour to be capable of enter- 
taining fulpicion upon {light grounds, and he therefore paid 
no regard to this advice. A few days after, as he was hunt. 
ing inthe foreft of Aillas, beimg alone in a retired place, he 
perceived Michan advancing to well mounted, with a 
brace of piftols at his faddle-bow. Immediately refolving 
how to aét, he flops and waits his coming up. On his ap- 
proach, “ Captain Michan,’’ faid he to him, with a firm 
toneof voice, “ alight ; I have a mind to try if your horfe 
be as good as you pretend.” Muichan inilantly obeys, and 
the King of Navarre mounts. Taking out the two pittols ; 
2 Have you a defign to kill any one, Captain ?” faid he; 
I am affured that you defign me for your victim; now 
your 
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your life is in my power, if I pleafe to take it.”” .He then 
difcharged the two piftols in the air, and commanded Michan 
to follow him. At firft he attempted to juftify himfelf ; but 
thinking it the fafeft way to make his efcape, he fet off two 
days after, and never again made his appearance. 





ANECDOTES of ANDRE’ DE ESCOBAR. 
NE of the moft eccentric mufical charaéters that Portu- 
gal has ever produced was André de Efcobar. He 
feldom refided in any one place, but wandered about in com. 
pany with fome itinerant bard, paying off the {core of hof- 


pitality in {weet notes. He was appointed firft mufician of * 


the cathedral of Evora; and afterward he held the fame ap- 
pointment in the cathedral of Coimbra. When he played 
in public the firft proteffors of the art ufed to flock to hear 
him, and exprefs their aflonithment at the mafterly manner 
in which he played the moft difficult compofitions; for 
they imagined it was impofhible to produce fuch delightful 
harmony from an inftrument heretofore thought incapable 
of arreftihg the attention of a polite audience, namely, the 
bag-pipes. He vifited India, where he {pent feveral years ; 
and was admired by many of the native princes for his me- 
lodious tones. ‘There is extant a treatife of his on the art of 
playing on the bag-pipcs. 





CELEBRATED DEFORMED MEN. 
By Dr. Warton. 
i AY, inhis Effay on Deformity, has remarked that Pope 


was fo hurt by the caricatura of his figure, as to rank 
it among the moft atrocious injuries he» received from his 
enemies. Hay, with much pleafantry, jefling on his own 
deformity, has added, “ In perfon I refemble Afop, the 
Prince of Orange, Marfhal Luxemburg, Lord Treafurer 
Salifbury, Scarron, and Mr. Pope; not to mention Ther- 
fites, and Richard the Third, whom I do not claim as mem- 
bers of our fociety ; the firft being a child of the poet’s 
tancy, the laft-mifreprefented by hiftorians. Let me not be 
unthankful that I was not born in Sparta! where I had no 
fooner feen the light-but I fhould have been deprived of it, 
and have been thrown, as a ufelefs thing, in a cavern by 
Mount Tay ¢etus.” 


6 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by R. M. of Axminfler, to H, Lake's Queftion, ins 
Serted February 5, 


T is well known that a /\ whofe fides are 3, 4, and 5, or 
in that proportion, is a right angled Z\; hence the fides 

of the required Z\ are found by fimple proportion: Foras 
1, the difference between bafe and hypothenufe, ~ 3 :: 
the required difference { 18 the perpendicular: 1 4 :: 
6 t 24 the bafe: 1 $ 5 i: © } go the hypothenufe. 

If the bafe be 3, and perpendicular 4, the three fides will 
be found 9, 12, and 15. 

*+# We have received the like anfwer from J. B. Chi- 
vers, of St. Auftell; M. Thomas, of Eaft Coker; and John 
Collins, of London. 





Anfwer, by W. Harris, of Exeter, to W. Hoare’s Charade, 
inferted June 18, 


AY, HILST cruel war deprives the poor 
Of half their daily fare, 
May we the Chriftian WARFARE fight, 
And thus for Heaven prepare ! 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from W. Bickham, 
jun. of Afhburton; W. Rennets, of Barnftaple; T. Bul- 
lock, of St. Columbe; T. Whicker, of Exeter; R. Taylor, 
of Cargreen; Amicus, of Penryn; P. Ninnis, jun. of St. 
Agnes; anda pupil of Heytefbury-{chool. 





An ANAGRAM, by a Pupil of Heytefoury-School. 


O join if you with care tranfpofe, 
To feparate you will difclofe. 





A CHARADE, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


N thofe barren, frightful deferts 
Where ferocious monfters roar ; 
In thofe wild, unfruitful countries, 
You'll my favage firft explore. 
When fair {pring with lovely verdure 
Clothes the valley and the plain, 
How pleafing ’tis to view my fecond, 
Blufhing with gay Flora’s train. 
Vou. XXXII. 2K Bleft 
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Bleft the clown in yonder cottage, , _ 
Sweet contentment he enjoys ; 

My whole’s a place of dire confufion, 
Tumult, violence, and noife. 





An’ ENIGMA, by M. A. Collins, London. 
AIL fam’d Apollo! hafteI pray, 


The fummit of thy temple quit ; 
And oh! beftow one gentle ray, 
And aid;my feeble mufe to write. 


When mounted on Pegafus’ wing 
. No dread or danger need I fear ; 
Like learned Darwin would I fing, 


Like Pmdar wauld I ftrive to foar. 


I to the learned am well known, 
As are my ufeful kindred all ; 
Tho’ much unlike as has been fhown, 
For fome are curv’d, fome ftraight and tal?. 


Iam the youngeft af the kin, 
Tho’ I fuch curious nature boaft, 
That never one is with me feen 
Except it be ta enda roaft. 


And then but one, amongft a fcore, 
Can e’er admitted be with me ; 
We twothen fubftituted are, 
Straight in the ftead of feven and three. 


And when alone I three fupply, 
Tho’ ftrange to you it may appear ; 
Gents. on the fame you may rely, 
The lawyers all do know it clear. 


To them my ufe is much confin’d, 

E’er they their grov’ling feés can crave; 
May all {weet peace and union find, 

Nor their affiflance want ta have! 


I aid the printer, help the fage, 
Am friendly to the poet gay ; 
No longer Jet my pen engage, 
But let me now be brought to day. 


9 POETRY. 
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The LORD’s PRAYER PARAPHRASED. 


LMIGHTY POWER! Supreme, Eternal Godi 
The Heaven of Heavensis thy auguft abode: 
While round thy throne angelic armies bend, 
Of man thou art the father and the friend. 


Lo! proftrate at thy footftool we adore, 
Thy greatnefs venerate, thy grace implore: 
And call on nature’s wide-extended frame, 
With us to pay due homage to thy name : 
Thy facred name! which Heaven’s bright hofts revere, 
While holy holy! holy! thakes the boundlefs {phere! 


Thy kingdom come! Oh fend thy faving light 
To diftant jandsimmers’d in mental night! 
Let millions, mow who Satan’s rule obey, 
Burft trom their bonds, and own thy righteous {way ; 
With ardent love thy bleft commands fulfil, 
And promptas feraphims perform thy w.ll. 


Weare thy creatures, Lord! our wondrous frame 
By thee was form’d, from thee our f{pirits came ; ° i} 
On thy fupporting power we ftill rely, i 
Or our conivuming fiefh mutt waite and die, ti 
Still let thy bounteous hand our cable {pread, 

While praife aicends to thee for daily bread. 


Lord we are finners, and our guilt we own; 
Oh let thy mercy to our fouls be fhown 
As we a brother’s tre{pafl-s forgive, 
So let thy pard*ning love our minds relieve! 


But, Oh bieft Father! let us never ftray, 
Nor walk again in fin’. detefted way ! ; 
Oh fave our footiteps trom that dangerous ground, 
Where the falfe tempter {prea /s hi: (nares around ; 
Or, Uh! if tempted, Jet us never yield, 

But more than conquerors come off the field ! 


Unbounded empire, Lord ! is all chy right; 
Thine is anarm ot uacreaced might! 
Uniufferable glories rouna thee blaze ; 
Unchanging thou! thro’ eve;lafting days: 

Let Heaven and earth thy iofty p aite refound, bi 
Till time in vaft eternity be drown’d, ‘ i 


T. SHOEL. 


Llontacute, Fuly 23. 
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Yo an ATHEIST. 
4 & thunder’s senting Oem and awful roll, 


In voice elate, retain’d by no controul ; 
The blue-ftain’d flafh, or eye-deftroying red, 
With piercing force encleaves the ethereal bed ; 
Heav’n leaves its feat, and nether atoms groan, 
But prove the effect, the caufe in God alone. 


Where is thy darken’d mind, Oh atheift dull? 

Thou frighten’d foul! exhaufted infect! fay? 
Where are thy feeble proofs to render null 

Thefe itrong, expreffive proofs, more clear than day ” 





Thou canft but know a power fuperior reigns, 
Tho’ error lure thee to her flavith chains : 

Convittion ftrikes thee, but falfe human pride, 
Still prompts thy foul to take th’ abyfsful tide. 


C. WILSON. 




























VERSES om a TEAR. 
By Samvuett Rocers, Eg. 


H, that the chemift’s magic art 
Could cryftallize this facred treafure! 
Long fhould it glitter near my heart— 
A fecret fource of penfive pleafure. 


The little brilliant, ere it fell, 
Tts luftre caught from Chloe’s eye ; 
Then, trembling, left its cora! cell— 
The {pring of fenfibility. 


Sweet drop of pure and pearly light, 
In thee the rays of virtue thine ; 

More calmly clear, more mildly bright, 
Than any gem that gilds the mine! 


Benign reftorer of the foul, 
Who ever fly’ft to bring relief, 
When firlt the feels the rude controul 
Of loveor pity, joy or grief! 


The fage’s and the poet’s thenie 
In ev’ry clime, in ev’ry age, 

Thou charm’ in fancy’s idle dream— 
In reafon’s philofophic page. 

That very law which moulds a tear, 
And bidsit trickle from its fource* ; 

That law preferves the earth a fphere, 
And guides the planets in cheir courfe. 

* The law of gravitation. 


\ii. 





